New Jersey Vehicle and Traffic Laws

Title 39 Chapter 1 Section 1 - Words and phrases defined.

“Authorized emergency vehicles” means vehicles of the fire department, police vehicles and such
ambulances and other vehicles as are approved by the chief administrator when operated in response to an
emergency call

“Chief Administrator” or “Administrator” means the Chief Administrator of the New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission

§ 39:3-10k — Exemption for operators of certain emergency, other equipment or vehicles

2. Unless otherwise required by federal law or regulation, and subject to any rules and regulations
promulgated pursuant to the provisions of this act, no (1) designated operator of firefighting apparatus, (2)
non-civilian operator of a military vehicle owned or operated by the United States Department of Defense
or the National Guard, (3) operator of a farm vehicle controlled and operated by a farmer, used to
transport agricultural products, farm machinery or farm supplies to or from a farm, operated within 150
miles of a person’s farm, and not used in the operation of a common or contract motor carrier, or (4)
operator of emergency or rescue equipment operated for the purposes of a first aid, ambulance or rescue
squad or for disaster control, shall be subject to the licensing provisions of the “Commercial Motor
Vehicle Safety Act of 1986,”

8§ 39:3-54.12 Rights of motor vehicles with emergency lights in operation

Nothing contained herein is intended to grant any member of a volunteer fire company, a
volunteer first aid squad or a volunteer Office of Emergency Management any privileges or exemptions
denied to the drivers of other vehicles and such members operating emergency warning lights shall drive
with due regard for the safety of all persons and shall obey the traffic laws of this State including R.S.29-
4:81, provided, however, that the drivers of non-emergency vehicles upon any highway shall yield the
right of way to the vehicle of any member of a volunteer fire company, a volunteer first aid or rescue
squad or a volunteer Office of Emergency Management operating emergency warning lights in the same
manner as is provided for authorized emergency vehicles pursuant to R.S.39:4-92.

§ 39:3-54.15 Warning lights, sirens on vehicle of volunteer fire, first aid or rescue squad chiefs or
officers

1. A current chief or first assistant chief of a volunteer fire company, or chief officer of a first aid
or rescue squad, recognized by and rendering service in any municipality may mount and operate on a
motor vehicle owned by him and registered in his name a red emergency warning light or lights, a siren,
or both, as prescribed in P.L.1985, ¢.171 (C.39:3-54.15 et seq.). The size and type of lights and siren, and
the location of their controls, shall be determined by the Chief Administrator of the New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission.



8§ 39:3-54.19 Subject to traffic laws; right-of-way or sirens; yielding right of way

This act shall not grant to any chief or first assistant chief of a volunteer fire company any
privileges or exemptions denied to the drivers of other vehicles, and persons displaying red emergency
warning lights, sirens, or both, shall drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and shall obey the
traffic laws of this State; but drivers of nonemergency vehicles upon any highway shall yield the right of
way to the vehicle of any chief or first assistant chief of a volunteer fire company displaying red
emergency warning lights, sirens, or both, in the same manner as is provided for authorized emergency
vehicles pursuant to R.S. 39:4-92

8§ 39:3-69 Horns and audible warning devices

Any emergency vehicle authorized by the commission may be equipped with a siren, whistle, or
bell capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than 500 feet
and of a type approved by the commission, but such siren, whistle or bell shall not be used except when
such vehicle is operated in response to an emergency call or in the immediate pursuit of an actual or
suspected violator of the law, in which said latter events the driver of such vehicle shall sound said siren,
whistle or bell when necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers of the approach thereof.

8 39:4-91 Failure to yield to emergency vehicles, Right of way of emergency vehicles; liability of
drivers.

a. The driver of a vehicle upon a highway shall yield the right of way to any authorized
emergency vehicle when it is operated on official business, or in the exercise of the driver's profession or
calling, in response to an emergency call or in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law and
when an audible signal by bell, siren, exhaust whistle or other means is sounded from the authorized
emergency vehicle and when the authorized emergency vehicle, except a police vehicle, is equipped with
at least one lighted lamp displaying a red light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a
distance of at least five hundred feet to the front of the vehicle.

b. This section shall not relieve the driver of any authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to
drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall it protect the driver from the consequences of
his reckless disregard for the safety of others. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit any
immunity or defense otherwise provided by law.

§ 39:4-92. Authorized emergency vehicles; clearance for; following or parking near Upon the
immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle giving audible signal, and equipped, as
required by section 39:4-91 of this Title, and unless otherwise directed by a police or traffic officer,

(a) The driver of every vehicle shall immediately drive to a position as near as possible and
parallel to the right-hand edge or curb of the highway, clear of an intersection of highways, and shall stop
and remain in that position until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed and

(b) The driver or person in control of a street car shall immediately stop the car clear of an
intersection of highways and keep it stationary until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed



8§ 39:4-92.2 — Procedure for motorist approaching stationary authorized emergency vehicle, tow
truck, highway maintenance or emergency service vehicle

1. a. The operator of a motor vehicle approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle as
defined in R.S. 39:1-1 that is displaying a flashing, blinking or alternated red or blue light or, any
configuration of lights containing one of these colors, shall approach the authorized emergency
vehicle with due caution and shall, absent any other direction by a law enforcement officer,
proceed as follows:

(1) Make a lane change into a lane not adjacent to the authorized emergency vehicle if
possible in the existing safety and traffic conditions; or

(2) If a lane change pursuant to paragraph (1) is subsection a. of this section would be
impossible, prohibited by law or unsafe, reduce the speed of the motor vehicle to a
reasonable and proper speed for the existing road and traffic conditions, which speed
shall be less than the posted speed limit, and be prepared to stop.



